SECT. Ill,

ORIGIN AND PRESENT STATE OF THE MAHRATIV
EMPIRE.

Near Buxar^ Nov. 1796,

IN every narrative of India affairs, the Mahrattas arc
mentioned as one of the moft confiderable powers
which have arifen on the ruins of the Mogul Em-
pire.

THIS nation derives its name from Mahrat, a pro-
vince in the Deccan*, which at prefent, under the
name of Baglana, forms the moft central part of
the Mahratta dominions. Sevajee is regarded as the
founder of this empire j he had obtained a diftin-
guifhed rank in the army of the King of Vifiapour,
and the dlftractions of that monarchy foon afforded
him an opportunity of afluming independent power.

His

* Vid, Feriihta's Hift, Hindofhn*